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disapproval of its narrow and despotic principles. Continental
Liberals had always hoped for moral if not for tangible aid
from free and constitutional England, and had failed to get it.
We had looked on while the troops of Austria invaded Italy,
and put down the new Constitution which had been unwillingly
granted by King Ferdinand of Naples (1821), and while the
armies of Louis XVIII. were being directed against the Spanish
Liberals.

When Canning replaced Castlereagh at the Foreign Office
(1822), this period of passive acquiescence came to an end,
Cannings an(^ English influence was used against the alliance
new foreign of the despots. It was too late to save Spain,
policy*           which was overrun by the French in the spring

of 1823, but Portugal was preserved from the same fate by the
energetic threats which were made against French intervention
there. The independence of the Spanish colonies in America,
which had long been in revolt against the misgovernmcnt of
the mother-country, was recognized. In the cast of Europe,
where the Greeks had rebelled against the Sultan after four
centuries of miserable oppression, Canning used all his influence
in their aid. Money and volunteers from England were per-
mitted to make their way to the ^Egean. Among the English
"Phil-Hellenes" the most notable were the daring seaman
Lord Cochrane, and the poet Byron, who roused himself fror&
a life of idleness and luxury in Italy to give his aid to an
ancient people in distress. He died of fever not long after his
arrival in Greece; but his stirring poems and his excellent
example did much to strengthen the wave of feeling in Western
Europe which ultimately secured the freedom of Hellas,
Canning, meanwhile, did all that he could short of declaring
war to bring pressure on Sultan Mahmood, and to compel him
to recognize the independence of his revolted subjects. He
was prevented from going further by the uncertain attitude of
the other powers, and especially of France and Russia, who
could not make up their minds whether *to regard Malunood